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ENGLISH IV
Course Syllabus
2023-2024 

Members of this class will: 
● Analyze, interpret and evaluate a variety of texts including fiction and non­fiction works. 
● Write skillfully in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes. 
● Move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, including self and peer review. 
● Analyze, interpret, and evaluate images, and film as text. 
● Communicate articulately and persuasively in group discussions and individual presentations. 
● Demonstrate personal responsibility by appropriately participating in class activities and producing high quality work in a timely manner. 
● Learn more about yourself and your place in this world based on the experiences of others. 

Textbook/Reading List We will read a variety of short stories, poems, essays, novels, and plays throughout this school year. 
Required Materials Students will be required to have a notebook. This will be used as an interactive journal  in class. This notebook will also be used to complete major grades every nine weeks. Additionally, a writing utensil such as a pencil or black/blue pen, as well as a highlighter, will be utilized each day. Bring your chromebook, charger, and headphones everyday. You will have a place in my room to store your notebook. 
Tutoring and Assistance Tutorials are before school with Mrs. Palous and after school with Ms. Schneider or Ms. Masten-Dear. Please let your teacher know when you plan to attend in case there is a scheduling conflict. 
Grading Policy Grades will be weighted in the following manner; however these categories may change based on the parameters of the individual grading cycles: 
	Daily work = 40%
	Major grades = 60%



Make­up Work/Absences It is important for you to attend class regularly; this is an important habit for success in college and the workplace. You have ONE day for each day of class missed to complete the missing work. It is your responsibility to talk to your teacher or another classmate outside of class time to find out what happened while you were out and/or come to tutorials for clarification and help. 

Late Work Another habit for success in college and the workplace is producing work in a timely manner according to established deadlines. The ELA IV team strongly encourages you to complete ALL assignments by the assigned due date. If you do not turn an assignment in at the time it is due, an M will be recorded in the grade book. Please be mindful that a zero will be calculated in your class average. You have TWO  CLASS DAYS to turn in the work to  replace the M. The highest grade possible for ANY late work is a 70%.  After attending two class periods and failing to turn in the assignment, the M will become a zero. Late work is not eligible for the redo/retake opportunity. It is your responsibility to find out what you are missing from your personal portal and/or come to tutorials for clarification and help. Using a daily planner is highly encouraged. 
Passes/Restroom Use In order to benefit from instructional time in class, please use the restroom during passing time. Students will not be permitted to leave class during assessments or timed essays, unless it is an emergency.  If you have a medical condition or need to see a nurse, please ask me for a clinical pass. Please remember that students are not permitted to leave during the first and last 10 minutes of any class period. Johnson High School will likely have school-wide protocols in place for restroom use. 
Should you ever have a question or concern about anything please contact your ELA IV teacher via email. Schoology is updated regularly. We are looking forward to getting to know you over this exciting year!

   

	Jessica Palous
A349
jessica.palous@hayscisd.net
	Doris Schneider
A345
doris.schneider@hayscisd.net
	Nicole Masten-Dear
A347
nicole.masten-dear@hayscisd.net


Our contact information is below.                                                    
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